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PROCEEDINGS. | 


A GENERAL MEETING 
Es . 
The London Correſponding Society, 

conan BY PUBLIC ADVERTISEMENT; : 

* AND UELD 18 
AN INCLOSED FIELD, BEHIND THE LONG ROOM, 


BOROUGH ROAD, sr. GEORGE'S FIELDS, 
On MONDAY, the /2gth of JUNE, 1795: 


EITIZEN JOHN GALE JONES IN THE CHAIR. 


LIE Two PENCE, J 


PROC EE DIN GS, 
Sc. Sc. 


A GENERAL MEETING of the LONDON COR. 
RESPONDING SOCIETY having been propoſed and 
approved of by a very conſiderable majority, Adver- 
tiſements were . iſſued to convene the Members for the 
purpoſe of conſidering the beſt means of obtaining 
Unoerſal Suffrage und Annual Parliaments : accordingly, 
en Monday the 29th of Fuze, 1795, the Society-met-in 
an incloſed Field, near the Obeliſt, in St. George's Fields ; 
and about three o'clock, P. M-. Citizen JoxEs, being 
appointed Chairman, roſe and addreſſed them in the 


following manner: — 


CITIZENS! 


8 TT is with infinite ſatisfaction that I be- 
hold here aſſembled, on this day, fo very numerous and 
ſo reſpectable a meeting: it preſents indeed to my view | 
a ſpectacle at once ſublime and awful, ſince it ſeems as 
if the whole Britiſh Nation had convened itſelf upon 
this extraordinary occaſion-to witneſs the propriety of our 
conduct, and teſtify: for the legality of our, proceedings. 
They will not, I believe, be diſappointed. We meet for 
no other than our ori = purpoſe, a Parliamentary Re- 
form, and diſclaim all intention of tumult or violence. 
hope, by our firm, yet moderate conduct, we ſhall gain 
the good will and concurrence of all who are here pre- 
ſent, and convince them that we are, as we ever have 
been, the ſincere advocates and ſteady promoters of 
univerſal peace and tranquillity. The immediate objects 
to which I would call your attention are, —an Addreſs 10 
the Nation, another 20 lie King, and a few Reſolutions ex- 
preſſive of the preſent ſituation of the country, and our 
determination to purſue, by every legal and conſtitutional 
method, the beft means of obtaining our natural Rights, | 
Univerſal Suffrage, and Annual Parlaments. 
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0 SF | et 
Addreſs to the Nation. 
' FRIENDS AND FELLOW-CITIZENS! —& 


Th . Arrxx. the lapſe of more than a twelve- 
month, replete with fearful agitation and alarm, the 
LONDON CORRESPONDING SOCIETY, till firm 
in. its principles, and faithful to its original purpoſe, again 
offers itſelf to your notice, and ſolicits your immediate 
attention. Never at any time, from the rude inſtitutions 
of uncultivated ignorance, to the more poliſhed periods 
| of modern refinement, has there been ſubmitted to the 
conſideration of man a more awful or a more critical mo- 
ment! It is, indeed, a moment worthy of ſerious delibe- 
ration. To be guilty of raſhneſs or intemperance would 
ſerve only to prejudice and inflame; yet to be wholly 
filent, would betray a criminal indifference. 


While the ſlow,” yet ſteady progreſſion of human im- 
rovement, by exciting curioſity, and awakening inquiry, 
. produced in all countries an inſenſible revolution of 
opinion: mankind, as yet unaccuſtomed to great and no- 
vel changes, has too often been inclined to treat them as 
viſionary and impracticable, and has refuſed to counte- 
nance or approve what it has not yet experienced. Hence 
may we readily account for the exiſtence and perpetuation 
of abuſes, which, having originated in ignorance, are after- 
f wards continued from habit, and ſupported by folly ; 
hence may we be eaſily led to diſtinguiſh that ſervile and 
accommodating diſpoſition which prefers a partial evil to 
an uncertain good, and contents itſelf with purſuing the 
beaten track of uniformity, while it dreads to venture 
inte the unknown, though alluring, path of innovation. 


1 But, with nations as with individuals, it ſometimes hap- 

pens, that the Hour of Danger is the Hour of Inquiry ; and 
k - *what would have been withheld from the calm remon- 
| - fiahces of reaſon is often yielded to the ſtrong impulſe of 


neceſſity. 


($1 BE, 
At ſuch a time, and in ſo critical a ſituation, the collifion 
of contending intereſts, and the rude ſhock of adverſe , 
powers, are for a while the only arguments of applica- 
tion, and the only effettual means of redreſs !- All delibe- 
ration 1s ſuſpended, and the mind looks forward with a 
fearful horror to the termination of the dreadful conteſt ! 
Happy the nation winch, by lenient and gentle methods, 
can ſuperſede the neceſſity of fo deſperate a remedy !---- 
Happy the people, who are not compelled to recur to this 
ultimate and awful appeal ! 7 4 3 
- To prevent confuſion, and preſerve tranquillity, is the 
indiſpenſible duty of every individual, who would enjoy 
the comforts: and protection of civil ſociety ; it is 
neceſſary, therefore, that he ſhould at all times, and at all 
hazards, exert his utmoſt to warn his Fellow Citizens'of 
their impending danger, and oppoſe the artful and am- 
bitious deſigns of thoſe who, under miſerable pretexts, 
would enſlave and deſtroy his country. It is not enough 
that he ſhould boldly diſſeminate his opinions and pro- 
pagate his principles; that he ſhould affociate with men 
of ſimilar ſentiments and ſimilar views; but he muſt alfo, 
if occaſion require, cheerfully conſent to be ſelected from 


the aggregate maſs, AND DIE IN THEIR DEFENCE ! 


It is now near four years ſince we firſt called your at- 
tention to the circumſtances of the times, and to the 
ſituation of your country: if it were neceſſary then to 
aſſociate, how much more is that neceſſity nom increaſed! 
We felt it our duty to unite and proclaim our grievances, 
thoſe grievances are augmented tenfold ; and is this a 
time to be ſilent or abanden our cauſe ?* We believed a 
Parliamentary Reform to be the only means. of preſerving. 
our country from deſtruction, and is our perſuaſion be- 
come leſs firm, or are our opinions altered? Did we not 
foreſee the calamities which muſt Teſult from the Want 
of a fair and equal Repreſentation of the People of Britain 
in the Commons Houſe of Parliament, and call on the 
united energies of the country to aſſert its rights? And is 
it a time to relinquiſh all further exertions, and deſert our 
principles? Surely not! The public mind is at. length. 
rouſed to a ſenſe of its ſituation; it ſees the d rdf 


cipice on which it ſtands; it encourages us to proceed 


ak out, ihe Times and the Country demand it ! Are we 
Men, and ſhall we nok ſpeak ? Are we BRLFONS, and 
is not LIBERTY our BIR TH-RIGHTF ! There is no 
Power on Earth ſhall filence the Voice of an Injured 
Nation, or prevent the Progreſs of Free Inquiry !---Bring 

forth wut Whipe and Racks, ye Miniſters of Vengeance 
—Produce your Scaffolds and your Executioners —Erect 
Barracks in every Street, and Baſtiles in every Corner. !--- 
Perſecute and puniſh every innocent Individual but you 
will not ſucceed! Ihe Voice of Reaſon, like the Roaring 
of the Nemean Lion, ſliall iſſue even from the Cavern's 
Mouth !—The holy Blood of Patriotiſm, ſtreaming from 
the ſevering Axe, ſhall carry with it the infant Seeds of 
Liberty, and Men may periſh !-—but Truth ihall be 


While, among other terrible effects of the preſent cruel 
and diſaſtrous War, gaunt Famine ſtalks along your ſtreets, 
and haggard Wretchędneſs aſſails you in every ſhape; 
mazk, Citizens, the. ſhameful. negligence and unfeeling 
conduct of thoſe who, hold that power which ought to be 
inftruſted to none but your real Repreſentatives! When a 
prapoſition to inquire into the cauſe of the preſent ſcar- 
CITY. 15 coldly and reluctantly brought forward, it is in a 
noment, filenced by the inſidious whiſpers of a Secretary 
ate, “ that ſuch a Diſcuſfion would de mere Harm than 
S are you left to experience not only the 


the preſent Miniſtry, in exporting. your food 
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„ 
to foreign mercenaries, but are compelled alſo to endure 
all the — extortions of private Avarice and Monopoly ! 


Let us entreat vou not to fall into thoſe fatal errors 
which have fo frequently miſled our anceſtors, nor reſt 
your expectation on that deluſive phantom—a Change of 
Miniſters ! With fuck an Houſe of Commons, no Miniſtry 
can perform its Duty to the People — YOUR CHIEF, 
PERHAPS YOUR ONLY HOPE, IS IN YOUR- 
SELVES? a : 


We call, therefore, upon your native good ſenſe and 
courage to promote and aſſiſt the glorious cauſe for which 
we have ſo long and fo peaceably aſſociated : we need 
not preſs upon your conviction the neceſſity of a ſpeedy 
and effeCtual Reform, nor repeat the obſervation which 
is fo loudly echoed from every part of this diſtracted 
country, THAT SOMETHING MUST BE DONE!” 
If the event of the late State Trials, with which we ſin⸗ 
cerely congratulate You; if the perſeverance we have 
ſhewn, and the perſecutions we have experienced, have 
contributed ought to acquit us. of all evil intention, and 
to acquire us. your good opinion, we conjure you, by that 
Freedom we adore, that Conſtitution we venerate, and 
that common intereſt we. all poſſeſs, in the proſperity of 
our country, to unite: your vigorous exertions with ours, 
and by every legal and conſtitutional method endeavour 
to procure to the People of Great Britain their natural 
and undoubted Rights. UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE 
AND ANNUAL PARLIAMENTS! 7171 


This Addreſs having been twice read to the Members 
within the Field, was carried to the Wall oppoſite the 
Preſident, which afforded the greateſt opportunity of 
communicating the proceedings to the immenfe.multi- 
| tude which ſurrounded the meeting: after which the 

— ADDRESS TO THE KING was brought 

ard: . nfs 


— * —— ————— — —— rere 
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TO THE 


Kine? 8 Moſt Excellent Ma JESTY, 


93 3.5 


The ADDRESS of the LONDON CORRESPON DING 
SOCIETY, convened i in General Meeting, on Monday 
the 29th of June, 1795, approved alſo by many thou- 
\ fands of other Inhabitants of London, N. eltminfter, and 
Southwark, who attended at Lou faid Meetin 8.9 


SIRE, 


Iurzzsskp with a ſenſe of the numerous 
ei with which our Fellow- Citizens are every 
where oppreſſed and overwhelmed, and conſcious of the 
rectitude of our intentions, we feel it our duty, at this 
_ critical jungture, thus publicly to ade reſs you, and claim 
your fayourable attention. In delivering our free and 
undiſguiſed ſentiments, we diſclaim all intention of rude- 
neſs or incivility; but we diſdain alſo to flatter We 
would ſpeak the honeſt language of Freemen——not prac- 


| „ tiſe the 1 ſervility of Slaves! 


is . 

Me are fully ſenſible that numerous attempts have been 
made to miſrepreſent our object and calummiate our in- 
tentions. It has been not only inſinuated, but declared, 
that we are inimical to your perſon, and ayerſe to your 

: authority; but, convinced as we are, that reflection. and 
| W d are not always, baniſhed from kingly boſoms, 

had hoped that the event of the late Trials wonld 
have manifeſted our innocence, and the increaſing diſ- 
treſſes of our country have ſhewn you, that if guilt can 
* The words 1 in Italics were inſerted by the Committee in the Ma- 


nuſcript Copy delivered at the Secretary of State's Office for the Howe 
| Depariment, 


1 0 1 N 1 
any where attach itſelf, it muſt be to thole who 1 
been conſtantly endeavouring to poiſon your ear amd Per- 
vert your underſtanding. 


Vour Miniſters have groſsly and ſhamefully deceived, 
you they have uſed your name as a pretext to enſlave, 
and deſtroy the people; and have - ſtaked the ſafety, 
of your Crown for their own Political Myation —they 


have ſet up to fale the Virgin Honours of the State, and 


violated the fair Fame of the Britiſh Conſtitution ! | 


* 


But it is neceſſary, Sire, that you ſhould be undeceived; 
and, if you haye not an honeſt Miniſter, that will dare 765 


ſpeak the Truth, THE PEOPLE SHOULD INSTRUCT 
THEIR SOVEREIGN, AND SAVE HIM FROM 
DESTRUCTION! 


It! is time that you ſhould diſcern your Friends and de- 
tet your Enemies! 


n 


We have often ſought, at the hazard even af our lives, 


to preſerve you in the enjoyment of what ought at alt 


times to conſtitute the chief felicity of a Sovereign le 
Peoples Love and to ſecure you in the happy aachen 
of Feace and univerſal Tranquility: 8 


* 


But your 1 dreading leſt you ſhould have a 
common intereſt with the People, have baſely ſlandered us, 


and repreſented a conſiderable part of the Britiſh Nation 


as diſaffected and diſloyal! By their infamous manœuvres 

they have betrayed- you, and endangered even your 
ſafety he Nation "itſelf ſtands tottering upon the 
Brink of Ruin, and YOUR EXIST EN CE 18 COUPLED 


WITH/THEIRS!: . cows e 2225 ung ha 


oy 


610) 
We conjure you, Sire, in the name, and for the ſake of 
that Glorious Revolution, which ſeated the Heuſe of 
Brunſwick on the Throne, to yield a timely attention 
to the Cries of a ſuffering People, and to exert that power 
with which the Conſtitution has intruſted you ;-—to give 
tem that free and equal Repreſentation, which can alone 
enable the Britiſh Nation to prevent future and remove 
the preſent calgnities to diſmiſs from your Councils 
thoſe guilty Mimiſters, who have ſo Jong with impunity 
inſulted us, and betrayed our deareſt intereſts ;-—to put 
an immediate period to the ravages of a eruel and de- 
ſtructive War, and to reſtore to us that Peace and Tran- 
quillity, which are ſo eſſentially neceſſary for YOUR 
OWN PERSONAL SECURITY, AND FOR THE 
HAPPINESS OF THE PEOPLE: 


 — 


| The Addreſs: to the. King was, in the manner already 
deſcribed, communicated, as far as poſſible, to the com- 


pany without. 


_ © The two Addreſſes were then put to the Vote-—That 

to: the Nation was unanimouſly approved; but the Ad- 
dreſs to the King cauſed a conſiderable degree of debate; 
and which, in all probability, would haye been much 
more extenſive, had not the attention of ſo many of the 
moſt active Members been engaged in communicating 

the proceedings to the remote parts of the Company. 


In oppoſition to the Addreſs it was contended,-— That 
the Society ought to canfine its efforts to the diſſemina- 
tion of Political Knowledge among their Countrymen in 
general; and that every other mode af attempting to at- 
tain a redreſs of grievances would ultimately prove delu- 
 five—-That while every means were uſed to awaken 
national prejudices -againft the principles of Liberty, the 
Society ought not in ſflence to fuffer the introduction of 
de principles of modern Germany; thoſe principles, by 


6 8 
which Soldiers, who, on all other occaſions, are ex- 
pected to exceed the courage of Lions, are, with re- 


tpect to their Officers, required to fink beneath the 


fubmiſſiveneſs of Spaniels---That the late execution of 
Pariſh and Cook,. two privates of the Oxfordſhire Mi- 
litia, and the pains which have ſince been taken to 


miſrepreſent their conduct, and injure their characters, 
furnithed no reaſon to hope any thing from the huma- 
nity of the executive part of our Government : it was 


alſo contended, that the idea of addreſſing the King 
was nugatory, it being underſtood that ſome late regu- 
lations. preclude. all poſſibility of preſenting any Ad- 
dreſs immediately to himſelf; and that, in paſhng 


through the Privy Council, there could be no ſecurity 


that jt would not be mutilated or ſuppreſſed. 


duals, while forming but a Minority of a Nation, were 


* 


in duty bound, whatever might be their private opi- 


nions, to, regulate their public conduct by thoſe inſtitu- 
tions which had been ſanctioned by the approbation or 


even acquieſcence of their Countrymen=---That if the 


ſyſtem of Government eſtabliſhed in this country was 
really deſective, nothing could tend more directly to 
expoſe its defects than the ineſſicacy of meaſures 
adopted in compliance with its doctrines-That the 
ower of reforming the Repreſentation. ſtated in the 
Addreſs to be poſſeſſed by the King, implied, like all 
other Magiſterial authority, a duty to exerciſe it for 
the general good---That the exclamations, now ſo 


common, that the King would pay no attention to the 
ſentiments of the People, were. premature, and would 


continue to be ſo until the Nation in general were pre- 
voailed on to require of him to uſe this part of his autho- 

Tity in a juſt and equitable. manner; and, laſtly, that 
if no other mode of 


mutilate or ſuppreſs it. 117 
On the Queſtion being put, there appeared a large 


Majority in farour of the Addreſs: - and a Motion 
being made and ſeconded, that Citizen Earl DTANIOPH 


In ſupport of the Addreſs it was urged. that indivi- 
11 


A prefentment, except through the 
Privy Council, could be found, ſtill the. publication of 
the Addreſs would counteract. any with of theirs to 


F 
be requeſted to preſent the ſame, it was carried unani- 
moufly. | | : Ooh 
A number of Reſolutions were then propoſed, which, 
after ſome Amendments and Additions; were ſeverally 
e, as fol 


0 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 15 
1ſt. That, believing the diſtreſſes of this Country 
to be owing to the want of a free and equal Repreſent- 
ation of the People in the Commons Houſe of Parlia- 
ment, we think it our duty, at the preſent alarming 
eriſis, to call the public attention to this important 
ſubject, and requeſt their co-operation and aſſiſtance. 


. 2dly. That we are well aſſured our Fellow Countrymen 
Will never experience any alleviation of theſe diſtreſſes, 
until they obtain their natural and undoubted Rights, 
„ Uniyerſal Suffrage and Annual Parliaments,” 


„ 3dly. That we view with horror and deteſtation the 
reſent cruel, unjuſt, and unneceſſary War, which we 
lieve was ſolely deſigned to deſtroy the Liberties of 
Britain and annihilate thoſe of France; and as the 
' dreadful ſcarcity and high price of proviſions are to be 
attributed to this cauſe, we are fully convinced that 
the only means of removing theſe, and preventing fu- 
ture calamities, will be immediately to acknowledge 
the BRAVE French Republic, and to obtain a ſpeedy 


* 27 * 


and laſting Peace. l 
Athly. That the event of the late State Trials has 
clearly manifeſted the innocence of this Society, and 


fixed the guilt on thoſe who truly deſerve puniſhment--- 
THEIR PERSECUTORS! TC 446i 


Sthly. That the manly; firm, and confiſtent conduct 
of Citizens Earl STANHOPE and R. B. SHERIDAN, 
has ſhewn us that we have one honeſt Man in each 
. Houſe pf Parlianient, and calls for our admiration and 
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| Gthly. That, fully convinced of the legality of our 
proceedings, and conſiſtent with our principles, we 
treat with contempt and diſregard the malicious inſi- 
nuations and ill- founded aſſertions of our enemies; 
and as the beſt proof, notwithſtanding the idle threats 


of corrupt and deſperate Miniſters, we have again. 


dared to meet in the open face of day, and eall upon 


our Countrymen to teſtify for our legal and peaceable 


conduct, and to aſſure them that, conſidering, their 
cauſe as our own, we will not be deterred from purſu- 
ing the grand object for which we have aſſociated, 


until we have obtained a ſpeedy and effectual Redreſs, 


. > 
EC # $ 4 a 


It was afterwards Reſolved, 


7thly. That the Thanks of this Society be given 

to Citizens ERSKINE and GIBBS, for their able and 
eloquent Defence of the Priſoners at the late Trials, 
and to Citizens CLARKSON and FOULKES, for their 
judicious management of the ſame. ' 1 
Sthly. That the Thanks of this Society be given to 
the ſurrounding Multitude, (the largeſt ever aſſembled 


upon any occaſion), for their peaceable and orderly 


behaviour at the preſent Meeting. 


Aſter a Motion of Adjournment had been put and 


carried, the laſt Reſolution was communicated by 
Citizen JONES, in the following manner : ' 
FRIENDS AND FELLOW-CITIZENS! 


J hope the event of this truly great and 
lorious day will fully prove to the world that a very 
arge body of the people, can, even in the moſt eritical 
and 5 times, aſſemble to deliberate upon publie 
meaſures, without the ſmalleſt violation of order or the 
ſlighteſt breach of decorum. If there be any here preſent, 


who have come from motives of curioſity or {uſpicion, 


they muſt, if they faithfully report us, declare that our 
conduct upon this occaſion has been ſtrictly legal and 


conſtitutional, and ſrankly acknowledge, that the 


- 
„ 
— —— —.!' 


{ a4 ) 
Friends of Reform are indeed the Friends of Peace! It 
has been ſaid, that we ſhould be interrupted and dif- 
perſed by the interference of a military force ; I ba- 
Eren was an idle, I am ſure it was an 2 /r threat: 
wih we were ſurrounded by ſoldiers, and that they 
could be ſpectators of the whole of our proceedings, 
bedauſe I am ſure that they would ſoon perceive the 
truth and juſtice of our declarations; and, if required to 
ae, Would #24: not againſt, but for rhe People! But 
Although this would be an infallible conſequence of 
il-timed feverity, J hope there never will come a time, 
when the Nation ſhall be redueed to ſuch an extremity, 
but that reaſon and remonſtrance alone will be always 
ſufficient to produce the delired effects. We have 
now, I hope, completed in a latisfactory manner the 
_ buſineſs for which we have aſſembled ; it remains only 
for me to return you our ſincere and hearty acknow - 
ledgments for the eee attention and favourable re- 
ception Which we have this day experienced, and to 
hope that you will not forget the important cauſe for 
Which, we are aſſociated; and we truſt that you will 
immediately unite your exertions with ours, and that 
ere long the London Correſponding Society and the 
Britiſh Nation will be ONE AND INDIVISIEBLE ! 


Citizen JONES having quitted the Chair, 


a WAS: UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED, Fo | - 
That the Thanks of this Meeting be given to Citizen 
JONES for his 1 and ſpirited Conduct 

in the Buſineſs of this Day. 


f 


„ (Signed) JOHN GALE JONES, Chairman. 
HS JOHN ASHLEY,.Secretary. 


- 
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Agreeable to the Reſolution of the General Meeting, 
a Deputation was appointed by the Executive Com- 
mittee to wait on Citizen Earl STANHOPE reſpect- 
ing the Preſentment of the Addreſs to the King; but, 
after ſome loſs of time; the Committee finding his 
Lordihip's engagement in a naval experiment ren- 
dered his return to. London uncertain, and a general 
anxiety for the publication of the proceedings prevail 
ing among all deſcriptions of perſons, they appointed 
a deputation of ſix Citizens“, by whom the Addreſs 
to the King was delivered at the jofhee: of the! Segretary 
of State for the Home Department, aon Wedneſday the 
15th of July, 1595. 1 8 1 „ 


J. G. JONES, + J. MAXWELL, 
J. BARTON, ; J. "MOODY, _ 
A. GALLAWAV, $ R. L. JONES. 
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At our late General Mooting: 8 appeared ba be 
many Perſons anxious to become Members: by 
leaving their Names, Reſidences, and Occupations, 
with any of the undermentioned 'erſons, they will, 


if approved, be admitted? a 


1 AzzrEy, LEY Ne 6, Fiſher Strbet; Red * Square ; ; 

J. PowELL., Baker, Goods Street, Tottenham Court Road ; 

T. G. BALTARD, -Bookfzller, Bedford Court, Covent Garden; 

G. RIBEAU, Book/eller, 434, Strand, oppoſite Buckingham Street; 

R. Hopcs0n, Hater, 10, Broadway, Weſtminſter ; - 

C. Coortr, Grocer, 67, New Compton Street, Soho ; ; 

R. Or Ir RANr, Taylor, 3, Angel Street, St. Martin's-le-Grand ; 

J. SmiTH, Bookſeller, Portſmouth Street, Lincoln's Inn Fields; 

R. Let, Book/eller, Haymarket; 

T. ri Shoemaker, Proſpect Row, South Side of St, George's 
Fields. | 
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